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BULGARIA IN EUROPE
KEY FACTS ABOUT BULGARIA

7.1 M population GERMANY

FRANCE
$66.24M
GDP NOMINAL

$9.504
GDP PER CAPITA

RELATIVELY SMALL POPULATION, BUT 
WELL DEVELOPED BEEKEEPING SECTOR

BULGARIA
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BEEKEEPING SECTOR HIGHLIGHTS 
BEEKEEPING SECTOR IN BULGARIA, HIGHLIGHTS AND KEY FIGURES

20 000
BEEKEEPERS

700 000
BEE COLONIES

11 000 MT
HONEY PRODUCED

BULGARIA IS ONE OF THE STRONGEST 
BEEKEEPING COUNTRIES IN THE EUROPEAN 

UNION WITH MORE THAN 30 000 BEEKEEPERS 
AND MORE THAN 700 000 BEE HIVES FOR ITS 
SMALL POPULATION OF 7 MILLION PEOPLE.
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BEEKEEPING SECTOR HIGHLIGHTS 
BEEKEEPING SECTOR IN BULGARIA, HIGHLIGHTS AND KEY FIGURES

NUMBER OF BEE COLONIES

652 586624 965613 262
547 676529 117541 564

588 379

747 434754 105765 772

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

MT OF HONEY PRODUCED

11 378

9 529
10 595

9 592 9 186
10 065

9 268

11 388
10 218

11 807

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
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16.17 KG
PER YEAR / BEE 

COLONY

AVERAGE GYEARLY 
PRODUCTION (KG)

16.95 16.67

8.54

17.43

15.25

17.28 17.51 17.36
18.58

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
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BEEKEEPING SECTOR HIGHLIGHTS 
BEEKEEPING SECTOR IN BULGARIA, HIGHLIGHTS AND KEY FIGURES

90%

10%

Population Beekeepers

10%
Of  the population

BULGARIA

90%

1%

Population Beekeepers

GERMANY

1%
Of  the population

90%

1%

Population Beekeepers

<1%
Of  the population

USA

87%

13%

Population Beekeepers

<13%
Of  the population

ARGENTINA
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BEEKEEPING SECTOR HIGHLIGHTS 
BEEKEEPING SECTOR IN BULGARIA, HIGHLIGHTS AND KEY FIGURES

Acacia
12%

Linden
20%

Lavender
5%

Polyflora
25%

Forest
8%

Sunflower
30%

BY HONEY TYPE

92%

5%3%

BY PRODUCT TYPE

Honey

Pollen

Comb
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ORGANIC PRODUCTION
BEEKEEPING SECTOR IN BULGARIA, HIGHLIGHTS AND KEY FIGURES

TOP 10 COUNTRIES BY NUMBER OF 
ORGANIC CERTIFIED BEE COLONIES

LARGEST ORGANIC BEEKEEPING 
COUNTRY IN THE EUROPEAN UNION 
WITH MORE THAN 180 000 ORGANIC 

CERTIFIED BEE COLONIES

ORGANIC DISTRIBUTION

ORGANIC BEE COLONIES NON-ORGANIC
179 106

146 692

96 478

96 367

81 583

51 978

48 470

47 118

44 233

37 455

Bulgaria

Italy

France

Brasil

Romania

Zambia

Spain

Portugal

Etiopia

Mexico
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ORGANIC CERTIFICATION

4 INTERNATIONAL COMPANIES AND 12 
LOCAL COMPANIES

STANDARDS COVERED

TOTAL 16 CERTIFICATION 
AUTHORITIES
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NET EXPORTS OF HONEY MT/YEAR
BULGARIAN HONEY EXPORTS STRUCTURE

2 665

694 660

327 313 307 301 300 255 216 175 143 75 12 11

DATA FROM 2010



LOCAL BEE RACE
BULGARIAN HONEYBEE RACE

BULGARIAN BEE BREEDING 
ASSOCIATION

NATIONAL BREEDING 
ASSOCIATION FOR 

BEEKEEPING

This race is developed and improved as local genetic 

line in Bulgaria
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
ATTENTION

PRESENTED BY: 

SVETOSLAV MATEEV
MANAGING PARTNER AT PASTILI LIMITED


